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After-Reading Strategy for Narrative Text 

According to Kylene Beers, Somebody Wanted But So provides a framework for writing a summary for a short story or novel.  Students read a story and then decide who the somebody is, what that somebody wanted, but what happened to keep something from happening, and so, finally, how everything works out.  It can also be used to help students identify main ideas and details, recognize cause and effect relationships, make generalizations, identify character differences, and understand how shifting the point of view emphasizes different aspects of the story. 

(The following example is from a lesson on the short story “The Necklace” by Guy De Maupassant.)  

	SOMEBODY
	WANTED
	BUT
	SO

	Mrs. Loisel
	wanted to be rich and wanted to go to the dance,
	but she didn’t have the right clothes and jewelry,
	so she bought a dress and borrowed a necklace.


THEN…
	SOMEBODY
	WANTED
	BUT
	SO

	Mrs. Loisel
	wanted to give back the necklace after she wore it,
	but she had lost it,
	so she and her husband had to find a new one and then borrow money to buy it so she could return the replacement to her friend.
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· This activity can be used for teaching more than just summarization.  It can be used for teaching characters, different points of view, events, conflicts, and resolutions. 

· This strategy is designed to be used with narrative text, but could be used with an expository text – Something Happened…Then This Occurred.  

· Students can also use this strategy to predict what will happen next. 

· If a text is long, have students break the text into manageable chunks, connecting the statements with words like then, later, and, or but. 

· To help students understand different points of view have them change the character in the Somebody column.  

