Retelling: An After Reading Strategy
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“ A retelling is an oral summary of a text based on a set of story elements, such as setting, main characters, and conflicts.  Students use retellings to help them be more specific in their summarizing, get more organized, discover main ideas and supporting details, and become aware of their audience, use of language, and personal responses to the readings.”
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Begin by modeling a retelling

· Use the rubric in the book, or make one of your own that is slightly easier for lower levels.

Put a copy of the rubric on the overhead project 

Model a retelling and let students score you.  

· Model retelling for a few days.

· Occasionally give a bad example of retelling and then discuss with students what made the retelling bad.

Allow students to give a retelling

· Partner students and have them score retelling

· Students can use rubric as they retell story

Chart students’ progress 

· Have students use the same partner each time

Use retelling to plan instruction

· Plan to model parts where students are struggling
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