Reading Journal Response Choices 

1. a.  Find a word that is new to you in the section you are reading.  

b.  Sound it out to make sure you don’t know it.

c. Write the sentence you find it in, underlining the key word.

d. Write down your best guess at its meaning based on context and root/prefix/suffix.

e. Confirm the meaning in the dictionary, writing down the definition that fits the context you found the word in.

2. a. Write down two on-the-surface questions (information that can be found just by reading the text: e.g. who does Frodo set off with on his journey?)

b. Write down two under-the-surface questions (information that must be inferred from the text: e.g. why does Frodo feel compelled to bear the ring?)

3. Write a paragraph summary of the section you read today (i.e. what happens in the passage?).

4. Write a paragraph connection that relates to the section you read (i.e. what does it remind you of?).

5. Picking up where the story left off, write a paragraph or more that predicts what is to come in the story.

6. Write down a detailed explanation (or a talk with yourself) about a confusing or difficult part of the text.  See if you can write through to understanding the part you didn’t get.

7. In one paragraph, explain why you would or wouldn’t recommend the book you are reading to someone else.  Find specific reasons.

8. If you choose to abandon the book you read today, explain why, and relate what you would want your next book to be like. 

e.g.= exampli gratia, for example                       i.e.= id est, that is

