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· Literature focus units

· Literature circles/Small groups

· Thematic Units

· Individual

· Pairs

· Whole Class

· Assessment
This technique teachers student to be consciously aware of whether they are likely to find the answer to a comprehension question “right there” on the page, between the lines, or beyond the information provided in the text.  By being aware of the requirements posed by a question, students are in a better position to be able to answer it.  

QAR differentiates among four types of questions and the kinds of thinking required to answer them.  Some questions require only literal thinking whereas other demand higher inferential, application, or evaluation levels of thinking.  The four types of questions are:

1. Right There Questions.  Readers find the answer “right there” in the text, usually in the same sentence as words from the question.  These are literal-level questions.

2. Think and Search Questions.  The answer is in the text, but readers must search for it in different parts o the text and put the ideas together.  These are inferential-level questions.

3. Author and Me Questions.  Readers use a combination of the author’s ideas and their own ideas to answer the question.  These questions combine inferential and application levels.

4. On My Own Questions.  Readers use their own ideas to answer the question; sometimes it is not even necessary to read the text to answer the question.  These are application-and-evaluation-level question.

The goal of this strategy is for students to become more aware of the strategic nature of comprehension.  After practicing the strategy, students should be encouraged to use it when they are reading both narrative and expository texts and when answering comprehension questions independently.  A ninth grader’s chart describing these four types of questions is shown below:
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The steps in the QAR strategy are:

1. Read the questions before reading the text.  Students read the questions as a preview before reading the text to give them an idea of what to think about as they are reading.

2. Predict how to answer the questions.  Students consider which of the four types of questions each question represents and the level of thinking required answering each one.

3. Read the text.  Students read the text while thinking about the questions they will answer afterwards.

4. Answer the questions.  Students reread the questions, determine where to find the answers, locate the answers, and write them.

5. Share answers.  Students read their answers aloud and explain how they answered the questions.  Students should again refer to the type of question and where the answer was “in the book” or “in the head.”
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Teachers can ask students to write examples of the four levels of questions in their reading logs as the read novels during literature circles and literature focus units.  Students can also write questions when reading informational books and content-area textbooks.

Write your own Examples…

Right There Questions:

1. What percentage of students drop out of school in the Chicago school district?

Think and Search Questions:

1.
Why is the Chicago school district asking students and parents to sign a release waiver if the student decides to drop out of school?

2. 

Author and Me Questions:

1.
Will this new release waiver have an affect on students, parents, and school districts?

2. 

On My Own Questions:

1.
Is this a good concept for our school district to adopt?  

2. 

