William S. Hart Union High School District

Parent Notification of Alternative English Language Program Options

Secondary Schools (Grades 7 – 12)

Dear Parent or Guardian:

The State of California requires that English Learner (EL) students be placed in one of the following programs:

· Structured English immersion (SEI):  For students who are less than reasonably fluent in English, or

· English Language Mainstream (ELM):  For students who are reasonably fluent in English.

However, as a parent you have a right to request an alternative program if you think it would be better for your child.  You may select from the following alternative programs:

· Primary Language Content Classes:  These courses are for newly arriving students to the United States who are literate in Spanish and need to continue high academic subject content while they learn English.  Sequential English language development (ELD) is taught daily.  Grade level subject matter, taught in a sheltered classroom, is taught in Spanish and in English.  The expect rate of transition from this program is one year.

· Secondary Literacy:  This program is for students who are less than reasonably fluent in English and their native language, and below grade level in academic content.  This alternative program provides more instruction in Spanish.  English language development (ELD) is taught daily.  Enhanced support in math, language arts, and other academic areas are taught daily in Spanish.  Students are expected to move to Primary Language Content Classes after one year.  

All district programs include the following:

· District-adopted materials for all core areas.

· Annual assessment of English fluency using the California English Language Development Test (CELDT).

· Measurement of progress toward achieving content standards and benchmarks in reading, language arts, and math.

· Increasing amount of instruction in English as students gain proficiency while the amount of instruction in Spanish decreases.

If you want to request an alternative program for your child, you must visit the school and sign a parental exception waiver.  Your request will be granted based upon the number of students receiving waivers, or unless school staff have evidence that the program requested will not be better for your child.  A school must offer an alternative program or offer the option to attend another district school with an alternative program whenever twenty or more waivers are received in a grade level.

According to California Education Code, the school will act upon your parental exception waiver within twenty school days of its receipt by the school principal.  If your child already knows English, the school will act upon your parental exception waiver within twenty calendar days of its receipt by the school principal. At any time, including during the school year, you may request to have your child withdrawn from an English Learner program.

If you have any questions, please call my office at the number below for an appointment.
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