Why Jane Schaffer?

At the beginning of every semester I have a student ask if the class is required to use the Jane Schaffer writing method.  My reply to the class is YES!  However, the collective reaction is not as enthusiastic.  All I hear in response are moans, groans, and complaints.  I have found that the best way to end “Schaffer bashing” is to relate the following from day one:

Jane Schaffer is an English teacher from San Diego.  She started the writing program within her classroom after becoming frustrated with students who did not grasp the concept and form of the essay.  Schaffer wanted a way to make the writing process EASIER for students, especially those who had never written a multi-paragraph essay. The program took off and she now travels around the United States to educate teachers on how to help students write in a logical and balanced way.  

At Hart we use Jane Schaffer for literary analysis essays.  This means we are analyzing literary works and arguing a point within the essay. 

(Avoid using Jane Schaffer for autobiographical/narrative essays)

What Jane Schaffer created:

CD—Concrete detail (term for evidence or quotes)

CM—Commentary (term for sentences that EXPLAIN the concrete detail)

Ratio:  1CD:2CM

Jane Schaffer wanted a way to help students create balance within their essays.  The essay should not have too many quotes (CD) without enough explanation (CM). Likewise, it should not be all commentary (CM) without any quotes (CDs) to back it up.

Most importantly, Jane Schaffer gave teachers common language to use when discussing the parts of an essay.  It would be confusing to have a teacher one semester who calls concrete details, “quotes”…while a different teacher the following semester calls concrete details, “text”…and yet another teacher simply says, “evidence” or “proof.”

What Jane Schaffer DID NOT CREATE:

The essay

The multi-paragraph essay

Brainstorming/prewriting 

Thesis statements

Topic and concluding sentences

Embedded text (evidence)

Introductions, body paragraphs, conclusions

The idea of balanced evidence (CD) and explanation (CM) in an essay

Furthermore, I do not let my kids whine about the format ever… they would not know how to even approach an essay if they did not have guidance and guidelines.  Jane Schaffer has made writing easier for them.  Ninth graders especially need to have a strong foundation in Jane Schaffer so that they can visualize the logical procession an essay should follow and work to creating balance within body paragraphs.  Since the format is given, they can also work on more important aspects of the essay, like choosing substantial quotes, embedding text effectively, writing complete sentences, utilizing sophisticated language, using proper grammar/punctuation, etc.  

Finally, I always tell my students the GOOD news. 

After they have mastered the Schaffer writing process (about 11th grade) they can start to break free from the format and begin the more complex technique of weaving.  However, we still use the same common language (CD/CM) to avoid confusion.  
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Use of THIS SHOWS THAT:

Do not teach students using the CM sentence helpers (“this shows that”)

This is a concept that they often learn in middle school.  It creates too much repetition within the essay.  If the sentence starter helps students generate an idea, fine, but it should be immediately crossed off the paper once the thought is written.  The sentence will still be complete without “this shows that.”  

(This shows that Curley is insecure about his size.)

**Don’t teach CM as opinion as it confuses kids and prompts them to use “I think” in their essays.  Instead describe CM as the explanation of or insight into the preceding CD.  

EMBEDDED TEXT:

Start teaching ninth graders embedded text right away.  Here is how:

1. Have them choose a substantial quote and write it down.

2. Have them write and answer the 5 Ws/H underneath.                                                 (Who, what, where, when, why, how)

3. Have them choose about 3 of the 5Ws/H to incorporate into a lead-in.  

4. A lead-in puts the quote in context. 

QUOTE:

“[Curley] hates big guys.  He’s alla time picking scraps with big guys.  Kind of like he’s mad at ‘em because he ain’t a big guy” (26).
WHO:      Candy speaking to George and Lennie

WHAT:    A discussion about the boss’s mean son

WHERE:  In the bunk house

WHEN:    Shortly after George and Lennie arrive and have a mild confrontation with Curley

WHY:      Candy is warning the new guys about the temperamental boss’s son, Curley 

HOW:      Candy speaks cautiously so that Curley does not hear him.  He fears Curley.

POOR EXAMPLE:

For example, Candy says, “[Curley] hates big guys.  He’s alla time picking scraps with big guys.  Kind of like he’s mad at ‘em because he ain’t a big guy” (26).  

BETTER EXAMPLE WITH EMBEDDED TEXT:

TRANSITION



LEAD-IN


For example, George learns of Curley’s insecurity as Candy quietly and cautiously reveals that the boss’s son picks “scraps with big guys [since] he’s mad at ‘em because he ain’t a big guy” (26). 







QUOTE


PAGE NUMBER (MLA) 

TIPS:

· Remember to have students use the PRESENT verb tense within literary analysis essays. 

· Have students vary transitions.  Give them a handout with different transitions to choose from.  

· Remember students should not use first-person (I) or second-person (you) in a literary analysis essay.  (If it comes within a direct quote from the text it is okay)

· Remember to have students cite page numbers using the MLA format.  The heading also needs to be MLA.

· Remember to use the Jane Schaffer method only for literary analysis essays.

· Remember to use the common Schaffer language when referring to the parts of an essay.

· Encourage students to use vivid verbs, colorful adjectives, and sophisticated language.

· Encourage students to go beyond the surface and really strive for CM that is insightful.  CM is not opinion…it is explanation of how the CD proves the topic sentence/thesis statement to be true.

