Cornell Notes

· Problem:  Students said they were doing poorly despite taking notes in class.  Students were not interacting with the notes.
· Solution: Cornell notes were invented by Cornell University
These notes force students to:

· ENGAGE in the day’s lesson
· Interact with notes AFTER they leave the classroom.  
· Think critically about the topic
· Create a study guide
· Reflect on the lecture/reading/presentation
· Ask questions and clarify
· Synthesize information
·  The result?
·  critical thinkers & readers!
Use EVERY day with: 

Any note-taking opportunities…

Lectures

Reading assignments

Presentations

Labs

Video Clips

Homework

Math Notes/Problems

Key Terms/Vocabulary

Packets (Students can create questions on the left-hand side of the packet)

Ideas:

· Teachers write only the questions/key words on the left—Students find answers.

· Teachers give the notes only—Students write questions.

· Teacher mixes the notes/questions (Scaffolding so students find key words/phrases).

· Students draw in the notes section (visualize) (thinking maps/brainstorming)

· Students graph in the notes section.

· Math problems on left…students solve on right.

· Vocabulary word/term on left…students define on right

· For the teacher—Keep a Cornell Note transparency handy for when you are giving notes in class. Model HIGHER LEVEL thinking.

Benefits for the teacher:

· Students are engaged DURING class—and always have something to do!

· Students have daily homework that reinforces the lesson of the day.
· Teacher can quickly assess learning.

· Students can share notes (give one—get one)

· Students have a ready-made study guide

· See ideas for REFLECTION—It doesn’t have to merely be a summary!
