“My study place”

Shaping the Five Paragraph Essay
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INTROUDUCTION

Paragraph #1:  What is a study place?  The definition of your study place will be your hook or attention grabber.  Write two to three sentences in which you give the meaning of this term – study place - and include enough detail to show that you really understand what it means.  You may want to include some examples of popular choices of study places.  Finally, comment on your own study place.  Your thesis, which is the last sentence in your introductory paragraph, will be one of the following (you choose):

· My study place is an ideal place to focus and work, and I will continue using this spot as it is.

· My study place can be improved on; I will stay in the same study place but make some changes.

· My study place is not an ideal location to focus and work, and I need to use a different study place.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph #2: Describe you study place.  Write about your study place, including vivid sensory details – showing words – so your reader can easily picture this place (refer to your drawing).  Help your reader see exactly what it looks like and hear any noises or activity within this space.

#1 (TS)
My study place can be described as ____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#2 : 
When I look around my study place, I see________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#3: 
I hear __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#4: 
I can feel and touch ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#5: 
I can smell the____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#6:  
I often eat and taste ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#7:  
All these sensory details make my study place ____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#8: (CS) 
Overall, my study place is described as__________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph #3: Evaluate your study place.  Write about your study place so that your reader can easily understand the good and bad points or strengths and weaknesses of this location for effectively reading, studying, and completing homework assignments. 

#1 (TS)
There are many strengths and weakness about my place of study.  

#2 (CD)
One strength is ___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#3 (CM)
_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#4 (CD)
(Strength or Weakness)_____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#5 (CM)
_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#6 (CD)
(Strength or Weakness)_____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#7 (CM)
_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#8 (CS)
Overall, my study place is an (effective / ineffective) place to study, because_____

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph #4: Analyze the sources of distraction in your study place.  Write about your regular study place so that your reader can clearly imagine each of the different distractions that can make it difficult for you to concentrate and complete your homework in this location.  For example, distractions might be the TV, a younger brother or sister, traffic noise, your supersized picture of your boyfriend or girlfriend plastered on the wall, etc.

#1 (TS)
My study place includes various distractions.

#2 (CD)
One distraction is _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#3 (CM)
_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#4 (CD)
________________________________________________is also a distraction.

#5 (CM)
_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#6 (CD)
The worst distraction of them all is____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#7 (CM)
_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

#8 (CS)
Overall, these distractions have a negative affect on my learning, because________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph #5:  In conclusion, you will justify your selection of a regular study place.  Give good, convincing reasons to support your decision to either (1) continue using your regular study place as it is; (2) stay in the same study place but make some changes; or (3) use a different study place.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

