Mrs. Delawder

English 11B

Question Formation Exercise

Title: ______________________________

This exercise is intended to help you develop your question-making skills.  These skills will, in turn, help you to delve more deeply into your readings to give you a greater understanding of the text. 

1. Write three “on the surface” questions about the assigned reading.  In other words, come up with three factual recall questions that can be located in specific paragraphs within the reading.  Make sure your questions focus on major ideas rather than on small and relatively unimportant details.

2. Write two “below the surface” inferential questions about the assigned reading.  In other words, come up with two questions that require reading between the lines rather than simply on the lines.  These two questions should encourage critical thinking and analysis rather than just getting the gist of the reading.

3. Write one experience-based question.  In other words, come up with one interesting question that encourages your classmates to think about their own relevant life experiences or those of someone they know personally.
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